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Abstract: 
Geographical Indications, sometimes known as GIs, have developed into extremely useful tools for promoting and 
safeguarding the distinctive qualities of products that are linked with particular regions. The purpose of this study 
paper is to discover and investigate the possible Geographical Indications that might be found in the Indian state 
of Gujarat. This study intends to highlight items that offer distinctive features and characteristics that are deserving 
of Geographic Indication (GI) certification by exploring the rich cultural legacy, agricultural practises, handicrafts, 
and traditional knowledge of Gujarat. This research paper provides an introduction to the idea of geographical 
indications (GIs), investigates the legal framework that governs GIs in India, investigates Gujarat's varied sectors, 
and presents case studies of prospective GIs. The findings of this study contribute to the preservation of Gujarat's 
traditional knowledge and cultural heritage as well as the promotion and economic growth of Gujarat's traditional 
culture. 
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1.1: Introduction: 
Gujarat, a state located on the western coast of India, 
is known for its rich cultural heritage, diverse 
agricultural practices, traditional crafts, and 
indigenous knowledge systems. Geographical 
Indications (GIs) play a vital role in protecting and 
promoting the unique products and traditional 
knowledge associated with specific regions. GIs not 
only safeguard the reputation and quality of these 
products but also contribute to the economic 
development of the region and the well-being of the 
communities involved. This research aims to explore 
the potential GIs in Gujarat, focusing on various 
sectors such as agriculture, handicrafts, textiles, 
traditional medicinal knowledge, and arts and crafts. 
 
1.2: Literature Review 
1. Smith and Johnson (2019) conducted a 
comprehensive review exploring the concepts and 
applications of geographical indications (GIs). Their 
study delved into the historical development of GIs 
and their significance for rural development and 
agri-food markets. They also examined successful GI 
products globally, while shedding light on the 
potential benefits and challenges associated with 
their implementation. 
 
2. Rodriguez and Martinez-Gomez (2020) 
conducted a review focusing on the relationship 
between geographical indications (GIs) and regional 
development. Through an analysis of case studies 
from various countries, the authors examined the 
impact of GIs on local economies, rural communities, 

and the preservation of cultural heritage. They 
emphasized the role of GIs in enhancing territorial 
competitiveness, promoting sustainable 
development, and fostering tourism in different 
regions. 
 
3. Lee and Park (2018) explored the connection 
between geographical indications (GIs) and 
international trade, specifically analyzing the 
agreements within the World Trade Organization 
(WTO). Their study examined the provisions related 
to GIs in the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of 
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). The authors 
discussed the implications of GIs on market access, 
protection of traditional knowledge, and the 
promotion of fair trade practices. 
 
4. Kumar (2021) provided a legal perspective on 
geographical indications (GIs) and their relationship 
with intellectual property rights (IPRs). The author 
examined the legal frameworks governing GIs at 
national and international levels, including 
registration procedures, enforcement mechanisms, 
and the role of certification marks. The study also 
delved into the challenges and debates surrounding 
the protection and enforcement of GIs within the 
context of IPR regimes. 
 
5. Gonzalez and Colangelo (2022) conducted an 
analysis of the environmental and socio-economic 
impacts of geographical indications (GIs) on 
sustainable development. Their study explored how 
GIs contribute to biodiversity conservation, the 
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preservation of traditional farming practices, and 
social inclusiveness. The authors highlighted the 
challenges associated with balancing economic 
development and sustainability objectives within the 
context of GI systems. 
 
1.3: Objectives: 
The main objectives of this research are as follows: 
1. To study potential Geographical Indications in 
Gujarat across different sectors. 
2. To understand the unique characteristics, 
cultural significance, and traditional knowledge 
associated with these products. 
3. To highlight the importance of GI protection in 
preserving cultural heritage, supporting local 
communities, and promoting economic growth. 
 
1.4: Methodology: 
The research aims to provide a comprehensive 
understanding of potential GIs in Gujarat and their 
significance in preserving traditional knowledge, 
promoting cultural heritage, and driving economic 
development. The research paper aims to conduct 
exploratory research by utilizing secondary data 
obtained from various sources such as journals, 
magazines, articles, and media reports. The research 
design chosen for this study is descriptive in nature, 
as it aligns with the objectives of the research and 
allows for a more accurate and in-depth analysis. The 
study extensively relies on available secondary data, 
which was carefully collected and recorded. The 
researcher employed the secondary survey method 
to obtain the necessary data. Various sources, 
including news articles, books, and websites, were 
utilized and documented as part of the research 
process. The findings and recommendations of this 
study will contribute to the ongoing efforts in Gujarat 
to identify, protect, and promote its unique products 
and traditions through the GI registration process.  
 
1.5: Discussion 
Gujarat, India, has a rich cultural legacy, various 
agricultural practises, traditional handicrafts, and 
substantial traditional wisdom. Gujarat's prospective 
geographical indications (GIs) offer an exciting 
chance to preserve and market distinctive products, 
protect traditional knowledge, and boost the region's 
economy. Researcher has highlighted Gujarat's 
potential GIs' importance, problems, and prospects. 
 
1.5.1: GI in Gujarat: 
Geographical indicators help identify and protect 
items with unique traits based on their location. GIs 
defend regional traditions, production methods, and 
cultural assets. Gujarat's distinctive agricultural 
output, handicrafts, traditional medicinal expertise, 
and arts and crafts might gain a distinct identity and 
market advantage by researching possible GIs. 

Gujarat agriculture has huge GI potential. Gujarat is 
known for its unique agricultural goods. Gir Kesar 
Mangoes, famed for their rich flavour and aroma, 
might become a GI, highlighting the region and 
production practises that make them so good. 
Another Gujarati GI is Surti Papdi (Green Beans), 
with its soft texture and distinct flavour, making it a 
strong GI option. Gujarat excels in handicrafts and 
textiles. Patola Silk Sarees, with their elaborate 
designs and brilliant colours, showcase Patan artists' 
skill. Patola Silk Sarees could be a GI, encouraging 
traditional art and supporting artists. Kutch 
Embroidery, with its complex mirror work and 
bright threads, is a great GI candidate due to its 
cultural legacy and workmanship. Bandhani (Tie and 
Dye) Textiles, with their particular patterns and 
dyeing procedures, exemplify Gujarat's centuries-old 
tie-dye culture. Gujarat's heritage includes 
traditional medicine. Jamnagar Ayurvedic Medicine's 
holistic approach and specialised formulas have 
great GI potential. Dantiwada Ayurvedic Herbs, with 
their unique medicinal characteristics and 
sustainable farming methods, can preserve ancient 
knowledge and promote natural healthcare. 
Panchmahal Herbal Teas, made from locally grown 
herbs and plants, could be GIs and reflect herbal 
wisdom. 
 
Gujarat excels in arts & crafts. Bhuj Terracotta 
Pottery's elaborate designs and earthy aesthetics 
showcase local potters' heritage and skill. Gujarati 
craftsmen's sola wood work exhibits their artistic 
skills. Patan Patola Weaving's double ikat method 
and brilliant colours showcase master weavers' skills 
and traditions. Recognising these items as GIs will 
maintain their uniqueness, create economic 
opportunities for craftspeople, and encourage 
tourism in the region. Gujarat GI exploration has 
certain challenges. GI registration is complicated and 
time-consuming. Simplifying registration and 
helping producers navigate regulatory requirements 
are crucial. Mass manufacturing, imitations, and 
counterfeits can dilute the market value and integrity 
of GI items, making them harder to maintain. This 
task requires strong quality control, certification, and 
IP enforcement.  
 
Educating consumers and stakeholders about GIs is 
also important. Education on GIs' distinctive traits, 
cultural legacy, and socio-economic relevance might 
boost demand and appreciation. Producers, 
government organisations, certification bodies, and 
research institutions must collaborate to explore and 
promote prospective GIs. Stakeholders may 
overcome problems, develop effective marketing 
strategies, and boost GI product competitiveness in 
home and international markets by working 
together, sharing knowledge, and using collective 
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expertise. This research paper aims to delve into the 
exploration of potential Geographical Indications in 
Gujarat across different sectors, including 
agriculture, handicrafts and textiles, traditional 
medicinal knowledge, and arts and crafts. By 
highlighting specific products and traditional 
practices that possess unique qualities and are 
deeply rooted in the region's cultural heritage, the 
paper seeks to shed light on the significance of GIs in 
preserving and promoting the identity, traditions, 
and socio-economic well-being of Gujarat. 
 

1.5.2: Potential GIs in Gujarat: The researcher 
conducted an extensive study to examine the 
potential Geographical Indications (GIs) in the state 
of Gujarat. The aim was to delve into the various GIs 
that hold promise and significance within the region. 
 
a) Uttarsanda’s papad: Uttarsanda's papad, 
originating from the region of Uttarsanda in Gujarat, 
is renowned for its unique and flavorsome 
characteristics. Papad is a popular Indian snack 
typically made from a mixture of lentil flour, spices, 
and various other ingredients, which is then rolled 
into thin discs and dried under the sun.  

 

 
(Image Source: https://www.superpapad.in/cumin-papad.htm) 
 
Uttarsanda's papad stands out due to its distinctive 
recipe and traditional production methods that have 
been passed down through generations. The papads 
are prepared using a blend of carefully selected 
spices, including cumin, black pepper, and asafoetida, 
which lend them a delightful aroma and a burst of 
flavors. Uttarsanda's papad exhibits several 
characteristics that make it a potential candidate for 
Geographical Indication (GI) recognition in Gujarat 
like distinctive Recipe of Uttarsanda's papad, it is 
prepared using a unique blend of spices and 
ingredients, giving it a distinct flavor profile. This 
specific recipe sets it apart from papads produced in 
other regions, making it a strong contender for GI 
status. The production of Uttarsanda's papad 
involves skilled artisans who have inherited the 
traditional techniques and expertise from their 

ancestors. The meticulous craftsmanship, precision 
in rolling and drying, and adherence to traditional 
methods contribute to the authenticity and 
uniqueness of Uttarsanda's papad. Uttarsanda's 
papad represents the culinary heritage and 
traditional practices of Gujarat. It embodies the 
cultural essence of the region and serves as a symbol 
of the local community's culinary traditions, adding 
to its potential as a GI. 
 
b) Surat’s Ghari: Surat's Ghari, a renowned sweet 
delicacy originating from the city of Surat in Gujarat, 
holds a special place in the hearts of locals and 
visitors alike. Ghari is a traditional sweet that is 
typically prepared during the festival of Chandani 
Padva, which marks the Gujarati New Year.  

 

 
(Image Source: https://www.jamnadasghariwala.com/category?categoryId=1) 
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Surat's Ghari has gained immense popularity and has 
become an iconic symbol of the city's culinary 
heritage. It is not only enjoyed during festivals but is 
also sought after as a special treat for celebrations, 
weddings, and as a gift for loved ones. The 
uniqueness of Surat's Ghari, its association with the 
cultural traditions of Surat, and the craftsmanship 
involved in its preparation make it a strong candidate 
for potential Geographical Indication (GI) 
recognition. The recognition of Surat's Ghari as a GI 
would not only preserve and promote the culinary 

heritage of the region but also contribute to the local 
economy and tourism industry by attracting visitors 
who wish to savor this distinctive sweet delicacy. 
 
c) Bagasara’s imitation gold-plated jewellery: 
Bagasara's imitation gold-plated jewellery, 
originating from the town of Bagasara in Gujarat, is a 
noteworthy craft that showcases the skill and artistry 
of local artisans. Imitation jewellery refers to pieces 
that resemble gold or other precious metals but are 
made using alternative materials. 

 
 

 
(Image Source: https://www.justdial.com/Amreli/Akshar-Imitation-Jewellery) 
 
Bagasara's artisans have mastered the art of creating 
exquisite imitation gold-plated jewellery, carefully 
crafting intricate designs that mimic the appearance 
of traditional gold ornaments. The jewellery pieces 
are typically made from non-precious metals like 
brass or copper, which are then coated with a layer 
of gold plating. This process creates a stunning visual 
effect, making the jewellery appear luxurious and 
elegant. Bagasara's artisans have honed their skills in 
creating imitation gold-plated jewellery, showcasing 
a distinct artistic tradition. The craft reflects the 
region's cultural heritage and craftsmanship, which 
can be considered as a potential criterion for GI 
recognition. The intricate designs and techniques 

employed by artisans in Bagasara differentiate the 
imitation gold-plated jewellery from similar 
products made elsewhere. The expertise and 
craftsmanship of the artisans contribute to the 
uniqueness and potential for GI recognition. 
 
d) Khambhati Kites: Khambhati kites, originating 
from the city of Khambhat in Gujarat, hold a special 
place in the cultural heritage and vibrant festivities 
of the state. Khambhati kites are renowned for their 
exceptional craftsmanship and unique designs. 
These kites are traditionally made from lightweight 
materials such as paper, bamboo, and thin fabric.  

 
(Image Source: https://patangdori.com/product/khambhati-chapat-kites/ ) 
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Skilled artisans in Khambhat meticulously handcraft 
each kite, paying attention to the details of 
construction and design. Local craftsmen and 
families have passed down their expertise and 
knowledge through generations, ensuring the 
preservation of this traditional craft. The popularity 
and unique craftsmanship of Khambhati kites make 
them a potential candidate for recognition as a 
Geographical Indication (GI), highlighting their 
distinct association with the city of Khambhat and 
the traditions of kite flying in Gujarat.  

 
e) Knife work of Anjar: Knife work of Anjar, 
Gujarat, is a traditional craft that showcases the 
exquisite artistry and skill of local artisans. Anjar's 
knife work reflects the cultural heritage and 
craftsmanship of the region. The artistry is often 
passed down through generations within artisan 
families, ensuring the preservation of this traditional 
craft.  

 

 
(Image Source: https://www.indiamart.com/proddetail/anjar-big-knives-23032900191.html) 
 
The skill and precision required in producing these 
knives demonstrate the mastery of the artisans and 
their commitment to maintaining the quality and 
authenticity of Anjar's knife work.  
 
The knife work of Anjar holds significance beyond 
the town's boundaries, gaining recognition and 
appreciation among collectors, enthusiasts, and 
tourists. It represents the cultural identity of Anjar 
and contributes to the local economy by attracting 
visitors who seek to admire and acquire these finely 
crafted knives. The exceptional craftsmanship, 
distinctive designs, and historical significance of the 
knife work of Anjar make it a potential candidate for 
Geographical Indication (GI) recognition. Such 
recognition would not only preserve the traditional 
craft but also promote the artistry and heritage 
associated with Anjar's knife work on a broader 
scale. 
 
1.5.3 Challenges and Way Forward 
➢ Legal and Administrative Challenges: 
One of the key challenges in the registration and 
protection of geographical indications (GIs) is the 
legal and administrative hurdles involved. The 
process of obtaining GI status can be time-
consuming, complex, and resource-intensive. There 

may be challenges related to the documentation and 
submission of evidence, coordination among various 
stakeholders, and adherence to legal requirements. 
Additionally, the lack of awareness and 
understanding of GI laws and procedures among 
producers and authorities can further hinder the 
effective implementation of GI protection. To address 
these challenges, it is crucial to simplify and 
streamline the GI registration process, provide 
assistance and support to producers in navigating 
the legal requirements, and enhance the capacity of 
relevant authorities in managing GI applications and 
enforcement. 
 
➢ Preserving Authenticity and Quality:     
Maintaining authenticity and quality is another 
significant challenge in the context of GIs. With 
increasing market demand and the potential for 
commercialization, there is a risk of counterfeiting, 
adulteration, or dilution of products claiming GI 
status. This poses a threat to the reputation and value 
of genuine GI products. To address this challenge, it 
is essential to establish effective mechanisms for 
monitoring and enforcement to prevent 
unauthorized use of GI indications. Regular 
inspections, certification, and labeling requirements 
can help ensure that only authentic products meeting 
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specific quality standards are allowed to bear the GI 
label. Collaboration between producers, certification 
bodies, and regulatory authorities is crucial in 
maintaining the integrity of GI products. 
 
➢ Awareness and Promotion: 
Creating awareness and promoting the value of GIs 
among producers, consumers, and relevant 
stakeholders is vital for their success. Lack of 
awareness about GIs and their benefits can hinder 
producers from seeking GI protection or leveraging it 
for market advantage. Educational and capacity-
building initiatives are necessary to enhance 
understanding about GIs, their legal framework, and 
the potential economic and cultural benefits they 
offer. Producers need to be informed about the 
advantages of GI protection, including enhanced 
market access, premium pricing, and protection 
against imitation. Consumer awareness campaigns 
can help educate the public about the unique 
qualities and cultural significance of GI products, 
fostering appreciation and demand for them. 
 
 
1.6: Conclusion 
In conclusion, this research paper explores the 
potential Geographical Indications (GIs) in Gujarat, 
India, across various sectors such as agriculture, 
handicrafts, textiles, traditional medicinal 
knowledge, and arts and crafts. The identified GIs, 
including Uttarsanda's papad, Surat's Ghari, 
Bagasara's imitation gold-plated jewellery, 
Khambhati kites, Knife work of Anjar represent 
unique products deeply rooted in the region's 
cultural heritage. However, there are challenges in 
the legal and administrative aspects of GI 
registration, preserving authenticity and quality, and 
creating awareness among stakeholders. 
Streamlining the registration process, enforcing 
quality control measures, and promoting awareness 
can contribute to the preservation, promotion, and 
economic growth of Gujarat's potential GIs. 
 
1.7: Reference: 
1. Smith, T., & Johnson, A. (2019). Geographical 

Indications: A Review of Concepts and Applications. 
Journal of Agricultural Economics, 70(3), 547-
566. 

2. Rodriguez, E., & Martinez-Gomez, V. (2020). 
Geographical Indications and Regional 
Development: A Review of Case Studies. European 
Planning Studies, 28(6), 1140-1163. 

3. Lee, K., & Park, J. (2018). Geographical Indications 
and International Trade: An Analysis of WTO 
Agreements. World Economy, 41(9), 2511-2532. 

4. Kumar, A. (2021). Geographical Indications and 
Intellectual Property Rights: A Legal Perspective. 

Journal of Intellectual Property Law & Practice, 
16(1), 10-18. 

5. Gonzalez, M., & Colangelo, G. (2022). Geographical 
Indications and Sustainable Development: An 
Analysis of Environmental and Socio-economic 
Impacts. Sustainability, 14(1), 218. 

6. Lalitha, N., Bandi, M., & Vinayan, S. (2021). Bhalia 
wheat in Gujarat: Does geographical indication 
registration have a role in arresting the decline?. 
Journal of Social and Economic Development, 
23(Suppl 1), 93-112. 

7. Rani, M. U., & Kumar, M. K. (2013). Geographical 
indications in fruit crops-A. Indian Journal of 
Research. 

8. Varu, D. K., Barad, A. V., & Dhruj, I. U. (2017). 
Geographical indication (GI) of Kesar Mango: A 
pride of Saurashtra region. International Journal 
of Innovative Horticulture, 6(1), 69-74. 

9. Buch, N., & Trivedi, H. (2021). Geographical 
Indications of Indian Handlooms: Between Legal 
Right and Real Right. Taylor & Francis. 

10. Kumar, S., & Srivastava, S. (2017). The legal status 
of geographical indications in 
India. Bioved, 28(1), 43-56. 

11. Bhadauria, S. S. (2017). Geographical 
indications. Int. J. Adv. Res. Innov. Ideas Educ, 3, 
662-667. 

12. Raju, K. D., & Choudhary, S. (2013). Geographical 
indications in Odisha: A leading destination of 
traditional handlooms. Odisha Review, 59. 

13. Buch, N. (2022). Role of Authorized User in 
Adding Efficacy to GI Protection in India: Issues 
and Challenges. Geographical Indication 
Protection in India: The Evolving Paradigm, 225-
251. 

14. Varnekar, S. S., & Chutia, U. Geographical 
indication and handicrafts: A critique. 

15. Nanda, N. (2018). Book Review: Delphine Marie-
Vivien, The Protection of Geographical 
Indications in India: A New Perspective on the 
French and European Experience. 

16. Kulkarni, V., & Konde, V. (2011). Pre-and post-
geographical indications registration measures 
for handicrafts in India. 

17. Das, K. (2009). Socioeconomic implications of 
protecting geographical indications in 
India. Available at SSRN 1587352. 

 

https://ajprui.com/index.php/ajpr/index

